​​​​​Rebecca A. Tuuri

Associate Professor of History ( School of the Humanities ( University of Southern Mississippi ( 
118 College Drive #5047 ( Hattiesburg, MS 39406 ( (601) 266-5848 ( Rebecca.Tuuri@usm.edu
EDUCATION
2012   Ph.D. in History
           Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
2002    B.A. in History and B.A. in Art and Art History
Magna Cum Laude; Phi Beta Kappa

            Rice University, Houston, TX
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT
2019–present University of Southern Mississippi, August 2019–present

Associate Professor of History
2013–2019
 University of Southern Mississippi, August 2013–2019

Assistant Professor of History
2012–2013
Tulane University, Department of History

Visiting Assistant Professor of African American and American History
PUBLICATIONS
Books

2018 
Strategic Sisterhood: The National Council of Negro Women and the Black Freedom Struggle.  University of North Carolina Press, May 7, 2018
Winner of the 2018 Julia Cherry Spruill Prize 
Peer-Reviewed Articles

2018 
"Poultry and Pedagogy in Mississippi and Mexico: Bridging African American and Latin American History in a College Classroom," The History Teacher 51, no. 4 (2018). Co-written with Matthew Casey (50% each) 

2016 
"'This was the most meaningful thing that I've ever done': The Personal Civil Rights Approach of Wednesdays in Mississippi." Journal of Women’s History 28, 
no. 4 (2016): 89–112.
Book Chapters

2020
“Civil Rights and Black Liberation.” In A Companion to American Women’s History, Second Edition, edited by Nancy A. Hewitt and Anne Valk. New York: Wiley, 2020. Co-written with Steven Lawson (forthcoming)
2017 
"'By Any Means Necessary': The Flexible Loyalties of the National Council of Negro Women in the Black Freedom Struggle." In U.S. Women’s History: Untangling the Threads of Sisterhood, edited by Leslie Brown, Jacqueline Castledine, and Anne Valk, 32–48. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2017.
Book Reviews
2020
Review of Hattiesburg: An American City in Black and White, by William Sturkey, American Historical Review (forthcoming)
2019
Review of Hanging Bridge: Racial Violence and America's Civil Rights Century, by Jason Morgan Ward. History: Reviews of New Books. 
2019
Review of Louise Thompson Patterson: A Life of Struggle for Justice, by Keith Gilyard. Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600–2000, Alexander Street Press. 
2017 
Review of Right to Revolt: The Crusade for Racial Justice in Mississippi's Central Piney Woods, by Patricia Michelle Boyett. Journal of Southern History 83, no. 1 (February 2017): 230–231.
2013 
Review of Crossroads at Clarksdale: The Black Freedom Struggle in the Mississippi Delta after World War II, by Françoise N. Hamlin. Journal of Southern History 79, no. 4 (November 2013): 1011–1012.

2009 
"Paying the Ultimate Price: Juliette Hampton Morgan’s Personal Struggle and Sacrifice for Racial Justice." Review of Journey toward Justice: Juliette Hampton Morgan and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, by Mary Stanton. H-Net Reviews, August 2009, http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=24465.
Encyclopedia Entries

2019
"Winifred Green," Mississippi Encyclopedia Online, June 6, 2019, https://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/green-winifred/
2019 
"Jane Schutt," Mississippi Encylcopedia Online, June 6, 2019, https://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/schutt-jane/
Blog Posts

2018 
"Black Women's Political Power (and Pragmatism)," UNC Press Blog, May 9, 2018, 
https://uncpressblog.com/2018/05/09/rebecca-tuuri-black-womens-political-power-
and-pragmatism/.


2018 
"The National Council of Negro Women's Monumental Achievement," UNC Press 
Blog, February 21, 2018, https://uncpressblog.com/2018/02/21/rebecca-tuuri-the-
national-council-of-negro-womens-monumental-achievement/.
Documentaries

2017 
Measure of Progress: The Clyde Kennard Story

Co-researcher and co-author, as a part of the USM College of Arts and Letters 
Freedom50 Research Group (20%)
AWARDS & HONORS
2019
Strategic Sisterhood won the 2018 Julia Cherry Spruill prize for best book on Southern Women’s History, awarded by the Southern Association of Women Historians
2019 
University of Southern Mississippi College of Arts and Sciences Junior Faculty of the Year, 2018–2019
2019
University of Southern Mississippi Lucas Faculty Excellence Award
2017
"Measure of Progress: The Clyde Kennard Story," Mississippi Humanities Council Racial Equity Grant, program member

2017 
"Can We Achieve Togetherness in Our Time?": Mississippi Humanities Council Minigrant, program member
2016 
NEH Summer Stipend
2016 
Mississippi Humanities Council Speaker Series

2016 
National History Day in Mississippi Workshops, Mississippi Humanities Council Minigrant, project director
2015 
Moody Foundation Research Grant, LBJ Presidential Library

2012 
Tulane Undergraduate Activities Fund Grant
2011–2012 


Rutgers Newark Scholar Teacher
2010–2011

Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship  
2010–2011

Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis Seminar Fellow 
2008-2009

Institute for Research on Women Seminar Fellow, Rutgers
2008    Smith College Travel Grant 
2007 
John Enk Memorial Scholarship, Rutgers Graduate School
INVITED TALKS

2019 
"Strategic Sisterhood: The National Council of Negro Women in the Black Freedom 
Struggle"

Mary McLeod Bethune Council House, National Park Service Site, Washington, D.C.

2019
“The Mississippi League of Women Voters and the Challenge of the First Fifty Years of Women’s Suffrage


Mississippi League of Women Voters Annual Conference keynote

Jackson, MS
2018 
Unsung Heroes and Sheroes: The Mississippi Civil Rights Movement and Its 
Artistic Legacy

Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored keynote, Teacher's Day Off Workshop, 

Ohr-O'Keefe Museum of Art, Biloxi, MS
2018 
"Strategic Sisterhood: The National Council of Negro Women in the Black Freedom 
Struggle"

History is Lunch presentation
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson, MS
2017 
"Here, There, and Everywhere: The Beatles Impact on 1960s America"

Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored presentation

Library of Hattiesburg, Petal, and Forrest County, MS
2016 
"Behind Every Man is a Civil Rights Heroine" 

Mississippi Humanities Council Speakers Bureau presentation
Pascagoula Library, MS
2015   "Women of Freedom Summer"
Mississippi Humanities Council-sponsored presentation 

Library of Hattiesburg, Petal, and Forrest County, MS
2013 
"From White Gloves to Pig Banks: Discovering the Herstory of the National Council of Negro Women in the Civil Rights Movement"
“Knowing Their Place in Herstory” Symposium, Alcorn State, Lorman, MS
2011 
"White Gloves to Pig Banks: the National Council of Negro Women in the Civil Rights Movement"

Civil Rights Preservation Forum, Howard University, Washington, D.C.
2009 
"The National Council of Negro Women’s Commission on Community Cooperation: Coalition in a time of Division"
Civil Rights Museum, Memphis, TN
CONFERENCES
Panel Organized with Paper Presented
2018 
Panel Title: "'Would Rather Die and Go to Hell': Mississippi Women’s Suffrage"
Mississippi Historical Society Meeting, Jackson, MS


Paper Title: "'I didn't try to register for you. I tried to register for myself': 


Black Mississippi Women Suffragists"
2015 
Panel Title: "African American Clubwomen’s Memorialization Efforts in the Twentieth Century"
Southern Association of Women Historians, Charleston, SC

Paper Title: "Put 'Ma in the Park'!: the National Council of Negro Women’s 
struggle to memorialize Mary McLeod Bethune"
2013 
Panel Title: "'Smart, flexible, and strategic': Middle and upper class black women’s activism in the black freedom struggle"
Co-organized with Dr. Emily Clark, Tulane University

Southern Historical Association Meeting, St. Louis, MO

Paper Title: "'We Are Not What We Seem': The Infrapolitics of the National 
Council of Negro Women’s in the Late 1960s"
2008 
Panel Title: "Reconsidering the Interactions of Black Activists and White Liberals in the 1960s"
Organization of American Historians Conference, New York, NY

Paper Title: "'Closing the Communication Gap': The Activism of the NCNW 
Organization Wednesdays in Mississippi"
Papers Presented

2018
"How the Women of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Paved the Way for 
Black Voting and Political Representation in the State"




Gulf South History and Humanities Conference, Baton Rouge, LA

2017 
"The National Council of Negro Women's Black Pride (in American Liberalism)"


Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Genders, and Sexualities, New York, 
NY


2017 
"First Generation as Measurement of Racial Progress"



National Council for Black Studies, Houston, TX


2016 
"The National Council of Negro Women: Waging Peace in Mississippi during the 
War on Poverty"

Gulf South History and Humanities Conference, Mobile, AL
2014 
"'Creating the good life' for women of African descent at the National Council of Negro Women’s International Women’s Year seminar"
Gulf South History and Humanities Conference, Galveston, TX
2013 
"The Other Civil Rights Activists: Behind the Scenes with the National Council of Negro Women"
"Solidarity and Social Justice" Conference, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
2013 
"Southern Roots, National Reach: The Feminist Influence of Women from the Deep South in the Civil Rights Organization Wednesdays in Mississippi"
Southwestern Social Science Association, New Orleans, LA 

2009 
"'We had a goal of a quiet mission': the passive activism of the Civil Rights organization Wednesdays in Mississippi"

Social Science History Association Conference, Long Beach, CA

2006 
"White Gloved Agents of Change: The Performance of Respectability in the NCNW Project Wednesdays in Mississippi"
Southern Association of Women’s Historians Conference, Baltimore, MD

2005    "White Gloved Agents of Change: the NCNW Project Wednesdays in Mississippi"
 Rutgers Graduate Student Conference, New Brunswick, NJ
Posters Presented 
2016 
"Strategic Sisterhood: The National Council of Negro Women in the Black 
Freedom Struggle"

National Congressional Legislative Aides Visit, University of Southern Mississippi
CAMPUS PRESENTATIONS
2018 
"Women in the Civil Rights Movement"

G 6:20 USM Student Organization Presentation
2018 
"Black Women and the Vote in America"

Women's History Month presentation, sponsored by USM Department of History 

2017 
"Community Complicity in Extrajudicial Violence Against Civil Rights Workers in Mississippi" 

Reckonings Panel, sponsored by USM Department of History and the United States Holocaust Museum
2017 
"First Generation as Measurement of Racial Progress" as a part of the "Can We Achieve This Togetherness in Our Time: A Clyde Kennard Lecture Series," Freedom 50 Research Group, sponsored by the USM College of Arts and Letters and Mississippi Humanities Council
2017 
"Mississippi: Ground Zero for the Movement"

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Lecture, University of Southern Mississippi
2017 
"Unsung Mississippi Civil Rights Heroes and Sheroes"

G 6:20 USM Student Organization Presentation
2017 
"How do We Brand the Body? Branding as Activism"

Interdisciplinary Investigations Series, University of Southern Mississippi
2016 
“Women and Resistance in the Civil Rights Movement”
Phi Alpha Theta Lecture, History Department, University of Southern Mississippi
2016 
"Women in Postwar America"
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Lecture, University of Southern Mississippi
2016 
"American Women in World War II"
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Lecture, University of Southern Mississippi
2016 
"Behind Every Good Man is a Civil Rights Heroine: Women in the Mississippi Movement"

History Department Black History Month Panel
2015    "Wednesdays in Mississippi: The Conversation Continues"
Mississippi Humanities Council roundtable

University of Southern Mississippi, Gulf Park Campus
2015    "Women in the Civil Rights Movement"
Hillcrest Residential Hall, University of Southern Mississippi
2015 
"Police Brutality Then and Now: A Catalyst for Activism in Black America"
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Student Chapter, University of Southern Mississippi

2014 
"The National Council of Negro Women in the Civil Rights Movement: 

from the Gulf South to Southern Africa"
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Lecture, University of Southern Mississippi
2014 
"The National Council of Negro Women in the Civil Rights Movement: from Mississippi to Southern Africa"
Phi Alpha Theta Lecture, History Department, University of Southern Mississippi
2014    "White Gloves and Pearls for Social Justice: Ladies of the Civil Rights Movement"
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Lecture, University of Southern Mississippi
2014 
"Womanpower from Gulfport to the Delta: The National Council of Negro Women's Housing Project Turnkey III"
Center for the Study of the Gulf South and Mississippi Humanities Council Roundtable, University of Southern Mississippi Gulf Park Campus
2014   "Clybourne Park from a Historical Perspective"
Pre-performance talk, Theater Department, University of Southern Mississippi, February 2014 

2013   "White Gloves, Pearls, and Pig Farms: The Other Civil Rights Activists of the 1960s"
Fridays at Newcomb Lecture Series, Newcomb College Institute, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA
2011 
"'You know about what its like to need a good house': The National Council of Negro Women and the Changing Face of the Expert in the War on Poverty"

Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, New Brunswick, NJ
2009 
"Rights and Respectability: The National Council of Negro Women’s Fight for Economic Rights in the War on Poverty"
Institute for Research on Women, Rutgers, New Brunswick NJ
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
University of Southern Mississippi, School of the Humanities (July 2018–present)
Department of History  (August 2013–June 2018)
Assistant Professor of History
USM Certificate in Active Learning, ACUE Faculty Development Institute Part I
Undergraduate Courses Taught:

African-American History Survey, 1619–1890 (Fall 2018, Fall 2015, Fall 2013)
African-American History Survey, 1890–present (Spring 2018, Spring 2016, Spring 
2014)


World Civilizations: Beginnings to 1500 C.E. (Fall 2018, Spring 2018, Fall 2016, Fall 
2015, Spring 2015, Spring 2014)
The Civil Rights Movement (Fall 2014)
The Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi (Fall 2016)

Survey of United States History to 1877 (Fall 2014)

Survey of United States History since 1877 (Spring 2017, Spring 2016)

Historical Research Seminar (Fall 2018, Spring 2017, Spring 2015, Fall 2013)
Graduate Courses Taught:
Interpretations and Themes in American History Since 1865 

 (Spring 2017)
Race and Gender in American History (Spring 2016, Summer 2017)

African American History, Post-Emancipation through the Harlem Renaissance 
(Spring 2014)
Tulane University, Department of History 
Visiting Assistant Professor of African American and American History
United States History from 1865 to present (Fall 2012, Spring 2013)

History of Women in the Civil Rights Movement (Spring 2013)

African American History to 1877 (Spring 2013)
History of the Civil Rights Movement (Fall 2012)

African American History from 1865 to the present (Fall 2012)

Rutgers University, Newark, Department of History (August 2011–June 2012)

Rutgers Scholar Teacher

African American History from 1865 to present (Spring 2012)
Contemporary American History (Spring 2012)
African American History to 1877 (Fall 2011)
Development of the United States to 1877 (Fall 2011)
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, Department of English 
Instructor of Record
Expository Writing, two courses per semester (Fall 2009, Fall 2008)
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, Department of History 
Instructor of Record 
Development of the United States from 1865 to the present (Summer 2008)
Women in American History from 1865 to the present (Spring 2007)

Women in American History to 1877 (Summer 2006)

Teaching assistant 
Development of United States to 1877 (Fall 2005, Spring 2006, Fall 2006)
Mountainview Youth Correctional Facility (Spring 2009)

Joint-Instructor, Annandale, New Jersey
Development of the United States from 1865–present 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2016–present 

Freedom 50 Research Group 
Fellow, College of Arts and Letters, University of Southern Mississippi 

2016–2017

Fleshed Out: The Body Politic Research Group
Fellow, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Southern Mississippi 
2010–2011; Summer 2009; and 2006 

Stanton and Anthony Papers


Research Assistant, Rutgers University, New Brunswick
2007 
Research for Dr. Steven Lawson
Research Assistant for Running For Freedom: Civil Rights and Black Politics in American since 1941 (2008, 3rd edition)
2006–2007

Research for Dr. Deborah Gray White

Research Assistant for Telling Histories: Black Women Historians in the Ivory Tower (2008)

2007 
Research for Dr. Bonnie Smith

Research Assistant for Encyclopedia of Women in World History (2008)
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION
2019    University of Florida Press 

Manuscript Reviewer 
2018–present
 
The Mississippi Encyclopedia (electronic version)

Board Member 
2018–present
 
Mississippi Historical Society 

Executive Board member
2017–present 

Georgia State University World Heritage Initiative, Civil Rights Sites

Civil Rights Scholar Committee Member 
2014–present 


Gulf South Historical Association 

Executive Board member

Gulf South History and Humanities Conference Coker Prize chair (2015) member (2016)

2015 
University Press of Mississippi, Jackson, MS
Manuscript Reviewer
2007–present 



Wednesdays in Mississippi Film Project, produced by Marlene McCurtis, Joy Silverman, Cathee Weiss, and Dean Schramm 
Consultant
2010 
Springfield-Greene County History Museum, Springfield, MO
Manuscript Reviewer

2018 
Panel Chair and Commentator



Panel Title: "Women as Activists in the Deep South, 1900-1965"


Southern Association of Women Historians Meeting




2017 
Panel Chair and Organizer

Panel Title: Massive Resistance in Mississippi 


USM Special Collections Bicentennial Panel 

2016 
Panel Chair


Panel Title: Building the Gulf South in War and Peace: Community, Higher 
Education, and Culture, 1940-1960

Gulf South History and Humanities Conference
2015 
Panel Chair

Women & the Gulf South


Gulf South History and Humanities Conference
2016 
Panel Organizer

Panel Title: "Perspectives on Mass Incarceration and Criminal Justice"


Interdisciplinary Studies Roundtable, University of Southern Mississippi


2016 
Panel Organizer

Panel Title: "Mississippi in the Civil Rights Movement"


Black History Month, Department of History, University of Southern Mississippi
2017 
Presentation Organizer


Dr. Maegan Parker Brooks, "Listen Up: Fannie Lou Hamer Still Speaks," 

Center for the Study of the Gulf South and Department of Communications 
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Southern Mississippi
The Center for Black Studies
Affiliate Faculty Member (Fall 2013–present)
Freedom Summer, 1964–2014 Conference Panel Coordinator and Planning Committee Member (August 2013–June 2014)
Women’s and Gender Studies

Affiliate Faculty Member (Fall 2015–present)
Southern Studies Concentration

Coordinator (September 2015–June 2017) 
Center for Undergraduate Research
Affiliated Faculty (2104–present)

Research Symposium Abstract Evaluator (2015)
Symposium Judge (2015, 2016, 2018)
Eagle Spur Award Judge (2015, 2018)
Graduate Research Symposium


Judge (2017, 2018)

Honors College


Honors Thesis advisor (2015–16)

First Year Initative Leader (2016, 2018)
SCHOOL AND DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

School of the Humanities, University of Southern Mississippi 

USM Liaison, National History Day in Mississippi (Summer 2018–present)

Graduate School Curriculum Committee (Fall 2018–present)


Undergraduate Student Advisor (Fall 2018–present)
Department of History, University of Southern Mississippi 

State Co-Coordinator, National History Day Mississippi (Fall 2015–Spring 2018)

Undergraduate Student Advisor (Spring 2014–Spring 2018)
Member, World Civilization Textbook Revision Committee (Fall 2015–Spring 2017)
Member, Assessment Committee (Fall 2015–Spring 2018)

Member, Graduate Professionalism Committee (Fall 2013–Spring 2016)
Member, Undergraduate Committee (Fall 2013–Spring 2018)
Member, Department of History Recruitment Committee (Fall 2014–Spring 2016) 

Member, Tenure and Promotion Document Revision Committee (Fall 2014–Spring 2017)
Member, Social Committee (Fall 2014–Spring 2015)
University of Southern Mississippi Center for the Study of the Gulf South
Co-Director (Summer 2019–present)

Fellow (Fall 2013–2019)
Baird Application Reviewer (2017, 2018, 2019)
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, Department of History
Assistant, Black Women in the Ivory Tower Conference (March 2009)

Graduate Education Committee (September 2004–Fall 2006) 
EXTRACURRICULAR UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Oseola McCarty Youth Development Center, Hattiesburg, MS
Presenter for three classes (Summer 2016)
Lampkin-Hughes Black History Month Oratorical Contest
Sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, USM
Judge (February 2014)
State of the Black Union Roundtable
Sponsored by Men of Excellence and IDEAL Women Student Groups, USM

Panelist (Spring 2014 and 2015)
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Organization of American Historians

American Historical Association

Association for the Study of African American Life and History

The Southern Historical Association

Southern Association for Women Historians
Berkshire Conference of Women Historians

Oral History Association 
Gulf South Historical Associaton
Mississippi Historical Society
Delta Women Writers Group
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