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Starting the Year with New Engagement
 

The start of a new semester also signals the
start of new ACUE Faculty Development
Institute courses. This spring, 25 faculty and staff
began their second of three courses in the Effective
Teaching Practices sequence, Fostering Lifelong
Learning. Over 10 weeks, these course takers will
learn and engage in strategies to help motivate
students, create clear assignments, use questioning
techniques and visuals effectively, and utilize
student feedback to improve their teaching. Another
group of 26 faculty and staff from across the
university started the one-semester microcredential
Fostering A Culture of Belonging. This course will
assist them in learning how to create inclusive
learning environments, by managing implicit bias,
reducing microaggressions, and reducing imposter
phenomenon and stereotype threat.

January was a busy month in the CFD! We also
welcomed a new cohort of Faculty Leadership
Institute Fellows. Our 2024 cohort of 11 current and
aspiring faculty leaders kicked off their program with
a full-day retreat on January 10th. During this time,
fellows engaged in activities and discussions to
identify their values and personalities to leverage
these strengths in their leadership and build their
professional community. They will continue to meet
throughout this year to expand their knowledge and
skills related to leadership for university and
professional roles.

Tiny Teaching Tip

Taking effective notes is critical to student success, so it helps to train them in note-
taking approaches. Here are some common note-taking methods:

The Cornell Method uses a left column for questions/keywords, a main notes

https://www.usm.edu/faculty-development/acue-faculty-development-institute-at-southern-miss.php
https://www.usm.edu/faculty-development/faculty-leadership-institute.php
https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vqQ9fyInLkO_p2QIDR6x3JkvFD9EhJVGnWLOKI4RYBZUMVpFTzlNRzYyQ1o4Qlg4NUpNS1BFTVVSSC4u
https://www.usm.edu/news/2024/release/william-bill-odom.php
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/have_an_idea_share_it
https://www.facebook.com/USMCenterforFacultyDevelopment/
https://www.instagram.com/usmcfd/
https://twitter.com/CfdSouthernmiss


section, and a summary.
The Mapping Method visually connects ideas with circles, lines and arrows.
The Outlining Method uses indented headings and bullet points to organize
notes.
The Sentence Method captures notes as concise sentences rather than full
paragraphs.
The Charting Method enters notes into charts/tables to consolidate related
concepts.

Consider offering a mini lesson on these methods, and have students practice them.
Observe students during class and provide feedback on their note-taking and effective
strategies for your content. Remind them to be selective in what they record and to use
abbreviations. Offer suggestions like leaving space for follow-up questions and using
formatting techniques like underlining and color-coding. Note-taking training equips
students with strategies to synthesize course content in ways that suit their individual
learning needs. Refining this core study skill leads to greater engagement and retention.

February
Workshops

Show Up and Write!:
Thurs., February 1, 8, 15,
22, & 29 | 11 - 1 pm
Virtual
Remind Me

An Introduction to the
World of Nationally
Competitive Programs
and Awards:
Tuesday, February 6 | 1 -
2:15 pm
IC 319 & Virtual
Register

IRB Submissions and
Review: Applications
and use of InfoEd:
Wed., February 7 | 10 –
11:15 am
IC 319 & Virtual
Register

Grant Writing Series:
Grants in Humanities:
Friday, February 9
9 - 11 am
IC 319
Register

Graduate Mentorship
Training and Workshop
Series: Fostering Well-
being & Cultivating
Ethical
Tuesday, February 20 |
12 - 1:30 pm
IC 319
Register

FYF: Planning for

Upcoming Events

https://www.framingham.edu/Assets/uploads/academics/center-for-academic-success-and-achievement/documents/notesmappingmethod.pdf
https://www.framingham.edu/Assets/uploads/academics/center-for-academic-success-and-achievement/documents/notesmappingmethod.pdf
https://www.missouristate.edu/BusAdv/_Files/p-24.pdf
https://www.apsu.edu/writingcenter/writing-resources/Sentence-Note-Taking-Method.pdf
https://www.apsu.edu/writingcenter/writing-resources/Sentence-Note-Taking-Method.pdf
https://sheridancollege.libguides.com/takingnotesmodule/taking-notes-in-class/charting-method#:~:text=This method involves splitting a,row has its own topic.
https://sheridancollege.libguides.com/takingnotesmodule/taking-notes-in-class/charting-method#:~:text=This method involves splitting a,row has its own topic.
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/show_up_and_write
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/nationally_competitive_programs
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/using_infoed_irb
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/grant_writing
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/fostering_well_being_and_cultivating_ethical_behavior


Success in Promotion
and Tenure:
*For First-Year Faculty*
Tue., February 20 |
2 - 3:15 pm
IC 319 & Virtual
Register

Cyber Threats and
Higher Education: How
you can protect
yourself, your systems,
and your data
Wednesday, February 28
11 am - 12:15 pm
Virtual
Register

 

University Libraries Announces
New Read and Publish Agreements

University Libraries has new agreements with the American Chemical Society
and Cambridge University Press. These agreements allow you to both read and

publish open-access materials in these sources for free! You can find more
information on the library webpages linked above or other opportunities like this by

contacting Blake Denton at Blake.Denton@usm.edu or 601.266.4704.

Southern Regional Faculty & Instructional Development
Consortium Annual Conference

If you are interested in learning about innovative teaching strategies, leveraging

https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/fyf_pandt_success
https://usmforms.formstack.com/forms/cyber_threats_higher_ed
https://lib.usm.edu/about_us/news/acs_read_publish.html
https://lib.usm.edu/about_us/news/cambridge_university_press.html
mailto:blake.denton@usm.edu


technology in your classroom, or research on the scholarship of teaching, attend
the SRFIDC annual conference taking place on the coast.

Virtual Conference: Monday March 11th, 2024

In-Person Conference: Wednesday, March 13th to Friday, March 15th, 2024

Find more details at the SRFIDC website.
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